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How long have you lived/worked here?
2 months
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i
If you could live anywhere you wanted,
where would you like to live?
I don’t know which foreign country has
ranches, 1'd like to live there.

TRXE "N A Ak
FEARATAIIF GG BB RO I A, FeATHh
e B Ry, 1 H AT
O E AR A AR BE R A 05 . 1R
HEK, REEER AT, REGFERK
X S 2 PN R R - T HL3k
RERRATT TR, fFkIk
i A B R e . ety
XFFATHRL, 2 LA TRM, FATA
SFLEM, —EELLEL. F
T AR IF R o XFARBR D&
Ao
How do you view HomeShop?

When you all first started to renovate, we
had discussed it. I think it’s very unique,
and we Chinese people will very seldom
have such a whatever-goes kind of life.
On this street, it’s given me the deepest
impression, and [ really like the home-
made things you all make. Everytime [
pass by I take extra notice. If it were us,
we’d just buy a blackboard, we’d never
make one by hand; we’d surely go out
and buy one. Handmade looks really
good.

— JERIARITH TAER
waitress in a barbecue/
milk tea restaurant

How long have you lived/worked here?
I've just been here one year.

WRAR AT DMEAEARAT— A T5, AR
AL ?

AR L. mAFEREAEIX L.
If you could live anywhere you wanted,
where would you like to live?

1 just want to live here. This is the best

place.

— 67X WFFAEE IR
67 year-old proprietress of

the funeral relic shop

q
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RAEIX AR A T 2 AKHS [A) 2
124

How long have you lived/worked here?
Twelve years

WERAR O] DMEAEARAT — T, IR
S ARELETR L ?
IR
If you could live anywhere you wanted,
where would you like to live?
Guangdong

— EREZREILF, 128
12 year-old son of the family who
owns a cornerstore

How long have you lived/worked here?
I came here afier Spring Festival, it’s
about three months now.

W RAR AT DMAEAEAR T — 7, R
BABEAET L ?
WAEX A, AR LA
A FIERAEAEA IR H
BUfERCE, Wi A%, WMighs
Ao SETESE
If you could live anywhere you wanted,
where would you like to live?
[ work here, I can only rely on my wag-
es. Wherever the company goes I go. No
money now, and I don’t think so much
about it, hahahaha. Just tellin’ it like
itis!

— {&{% 54 public toilet janitor
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A short editorial statement should suffice for
this edition of Beiertiao Leaks. Not because
the presses are waiting—and now it’s late—
but because by sending our reporters near
and far to find a story, we found that rather
than a summary, today’s news serves as a form
of preparation. So in the end, we are prepared
to begin.

To address the local is to confront a kind of
community that may or may not be at hand.
Community in this case can be the hutong’s
territories, the social boundaries of Home-
Shop, maybe—progressing cautiously—the
nation, the drifts of continents, the global...
kssssh.... ksssssssh.... the signal’s breaking
up. .. kssssssSSSSSSSSSS. e ..
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KEEER CONTINENTAL DRIFT

RBEER H B s A 2 ORI
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Continental Drift is a collective and mobile project of
inquiry. We aim to explore the five scales of contempo-
rary existence: the intimate, the local, the national, the
continental and the global. Within the mesh of scales,
we want to understand the extent of our interdepend-
ence, how any action we may take has effects on and
is shaped by all of these scales at once. We attempt to
understand these dynamics so that we can understand
the meaning of our own actions, the basis for an ethi-
cal life.

For example, simply consider eating, the heart of cul-
ture. We prepare and share food on an intimate level,
with friends and family. We obtain it on the local level,
but it may have traveled across the nation or continent
or even across global distances before it gets to us.
That delivery is made possible by the coordination of
vast systems of production, labor, transportation and
fuel systems, all regulated and often subsidized by na-
tional structures, further moderated by international
corporations and treaties. When we learn the details
of how our food gets on the table we start to ask: is
there a better way of doing things? Is it right that my
food is grown by migrants with no rights, little pay and
debasing conditions? Is it right that our food system
depends on ridiculous amounts of toxic inputs and fos-
sil fuels? From here we may look for alternative forms
of production and distribution or we may have to start
creating those alternatives ourselves. Clearly, finding
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out about our world has implications for our ethical
consciousness and will not make things easier for us.

The place where we live is the place where all these
scales meet to sustain us: we call this place the terri-
tory. The territory is a complex phenomenon. Physi-
cally it is merely a short radius around our homes, a
space we can traverse on our own two feet. But it is
much more than that: it is the matrix for our connec-
tion to others and to the earth. It is the extent of all
that is necessary to sustain our lives: the path of the
water that comes to our glass, the path of the waste
we produce, the labor of many, many people. We col-
lectively constitute the territory every day; it is an
outcome of our perceptions, our imagination and our
actions. Generally we constitute it in an unconscious
way but when we stop to study it we realize that we
have agency in determining its form and parameters.

We are a group of artists and writers living in the Mid-
western part of the United States. We bring our project
to China because we are learning that in many ways
our territory reaches this far. In our travels we meet
people who are also working to understand and re-
shape the territory where they live. Part of our project
is to contribute to a growing network of validation for
people and groups that are looking beyond a care of
the self to a care for the territory and creating a ter-
ritory that demonstrates caring. We are very happy to
find HomeShop in this network.

COMPASS Crew

WREWE CONSUMER REPORT
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GuoXiaohu, one of several of Beiertiao hutong’s
hairstylists, just refurned today from visiting

his family in his hometown of Baoding. That is only
about two hours awey by bus, in Hebel pravince,
Hewas away for 6 four-day Visit, an excursion
he enjoys regularly. Guo opened up the salon in
the late afternocon for a hq!f dgy of Sunday
business. :

Ting Yagu Huang ana I +ook advantage of Guo's
worls ethic +o have our hair trimmed for
+he market rate of 15 ”RMB eoch. Kuaj for Kuar.
hairwtting and S‘ty,’ing has always :'mpressed. me
as ohe of the best wslues 1o be hdd jq China.
Rased onour experience, here along Beitrtiap
Guo Xr’aohudeffni’re@ malntains that high
sta fidord caf skill -+o - yétlne, APT:argnj;ly this
was known locally,asthe waiting avea filied
up W ile Jfﬂg and [ recelved our wats,

52 HUANG Jingyuan
&4 Dan S. WANG
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How long have you lived/worked here?
2 years
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If you could live anywhere you wanted,
where would you like to live?

Just in Beijing.
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How do you view HomeShop?
Pretty good. Exchange, isn’t it?

— BB T A RIhE
bicycle repair boy
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According to the development of pop-
ulation figures over the next five years,
the educational climate will melt down
business glaciers that have accumu-
lated in the 5000 year-long history of
human domestication.
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